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Naruto 鳴門 

Naruto is located at the northeastern tip of Tokushima. The whirlpools in 

the Naruto Strait are arguably the area’s most famous feature. Southeast 

of Naruto is Bando, the site of a former prisoner of war camp and the first 

temple of the Shikoku Pilgrimage, Ryozen-ji. Pilgrims would arrive at 

Okazaki Port from across Japan. Thanks to the construction of the 

Onaruto and Akashi Kaikyo bridges the area remains a gateway to 

Tokushima and the rest of Shikoku. 
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Bunmei Bridge 文明橋 

This bridge was constructed over the Muya-gawa which runs through 

Muya. As Awa’s main port, during the Hansei period, the surrounding area 

flourished. Even in the Meiji period there were a lot of ships coming and 

going. 
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Okazaki Pier  岡崎桟橋 

During the Hansei period, Muya’s Okazaki Port was the main port in Awa. 

From here, local salt was exported and dried fish were imported as 

fertilizer for indigo plants. The Bunsei and Bunka eras (1804-1830) were 
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the busiest for the Shikoku pilgrimage, which starts in nearby Bando. In 

this area there were many inns and tea houses. A route was opened 

between Hanshin and Okazaki in the Meiji period but, later, in the Taisho 

period, a large port was opened in Komatsushima - sending Okazaki into 

decline.  

Now you can rarely see the silhouettes of ships and the seagulls flying 

overhead.    
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Awa Steamship Terminal   阿淡汽船待合所 

Foghorn 

Foghorn at the straits  

People crossing the sea even on foggy mornings like this  

Foghorn 

My foghorn 

The foghorn sounding only in my heart 

A voyage without purpose or destination in mind 

The foghorn that no one else can hear  
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Departing, fully aware that I have no port at which to stay 
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Okazaki Port  岡崎港 

According to Tokushima-ken shashin-cho (literally, the ‘Tokushima 

Prefecture Photograph Album’), published in 1908, Okazaki was the name 

of an area in the east of Muya-cho. It was originally known as Muya Port, 

but it eventually became known as Okazaki Port due to its location.  
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This nationally renowned port had been active for a long time, with many 

ships coming and going. With the coming of the Meiji period, traditional 

boats were gradually replaced by steamboats and other Western-style 

ships. A number of passenger ships and cargo ships ran between Muya, 

Awaji Island and various mainland ports.  
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Naruto Strait   鳴門海峡 

The wind blows over Naruto Strait  

Birds hurry over the whirlpools 

Two birds graze the masts of boats 

Perhaps a parent and child flying back to Chidorigahama 

They screech and then disappear into the distance 

The great Naruto whirlpools spin 
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Boats cross the Naruto Strait 

Passengers hurry over the whirlpools 

Pilgrims disembark at Okazaki 

Perhaps they are parent and child  

If only there were two parents 

It would be an easier journey 

 

namu daishi henjo kongo (A mantra offered to Buddha for a safe trip) 
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The one ri pine of Kizu  木津の一里松 

In the Hansei period, a pine tree was planted every ri as a road marker 

(one ri is equal to about 4km). In Naruto, there were pines at Ushiyajima, 

Kizu, Ikenotani and Hinoki to name a few. The last remaining pine 

survived until the end of the late Taisho period at Haraji, in the village of 

Kizu. The Muya Road runs along the north side of the Yoshino River.  

It is possible to go along this road from the first temple of the 88 temple 

pilgrimage, Ryozen-ji, to the tenth temple, Kirihata-ji.  
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Even on cloudy winter evenings there are times when the road is stained 

a deep red by the sunset. People who walked past the tree thought they 

had left memories of summer behind them, the sunset brings them 

flooding back.  

 

 

 

 



The Iihara Kazuo Collection  Naruto 鳴門 

13 

 

Ebisu-mae Station  蛭子前駅 

Muya Station was previously called Ebisu-mae Station. This small 

building, constructed thanks to the efforts of German prisoners of war, has 

stood the test of time.  

One rainy night, two sisters stood silently, watching the rain under an 

umbrella, waiting for someone to arrive at the station. They must wait a 

little longer for the last train to arrive. 
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The Old Post Office in Muya   撫養旧局前 

There was a place called ‘The corner of Yamaha’ owned by the Yamaha 

Sake Brewing Company. It was at the centre of the Muya shopping district. 

The modern Western-style building, shown above, served as a post office. 

The Muya Road runs in front of the post office. Each day, a large red cart 
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would set off to deliver mail and packages. Behind this building there was 

a narrow road with various businesses including - sake bars, hairdressers, 

haberdasheries, cabinetmakers, carpenters and confectioners. Bunmei 

Bridge and Okazaki Port could be accessed to the east of the post office, 

the bus bound for Tokushima headed off to the west.  

The post office was relocated in 1941 but ‘in front of the old post office’ 

remains a common name for this area. 
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The Cherry Blossoms of Myoken-san 妙見山の桜  

Hachisuka Iemasa arrived in Awa in 1585. He ordered the construction of 

nine castles to control the region. Ikeda’s Onishi Castle presided over Iya 

and Tosa while Tomioka Castle guarded the southern district. Another 

castle, in Muya, was positioned on Myoken-san and it overlooked Awaji 

and the Naruto Strait. A ‘one country, one castle’ system was introduced 

during the Edo period and the regional castles were dismantled in Awa 

country, leaving only Tokushima Castle.  

It is said that a wealthy merchant, named Kondo Rihee, who dealt in 
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herring and sardines, built Myoken Shrine on the site of the former castle 

in 1830.  

There is a stone which stands at the start of the Muya Road in Okazaki 

that states ‘The Henro pilgrimage road starts here’. In spring, pilgrims 

start their journey by viewing the cherry blossoms of Myoken-san. 
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Muya River   撫養川 

High tides at Naruto result in salt deposits along the Muya River. Salt 

water washed against the river walls, bringing with it the smell of the sea. 

The Muya Salt Monopoly House was built in 1905 after the introduction 

of the salt monopoly law, its modern façade reflected on the surface of the 

river.  

The building was in use until its demolition in 1960.  
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Takashima Pier 高島桟橋 

A setting sun, an inlet, Konaruto Strait 

A setting sun, an ebb tide, Takashima Pier 

A northerly wind, a head wind, the Ushio Maru  

A southerly wind, favorable wind, the Ushio Maru 
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A setting sun, an inlet, Konaruto Strait 

A setting sun, an ebb tide, Takashima Pier 
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Konaruto Strait  小鳴門海峡 

This strait starts from Tosadomari and runs in front of Myojin and 

Donoura, and then from Kitadomari to the open sea at Harima. It is said 

that Konaruto is less daunting than the Onaruto Strait, which runs 

between Naruto and Awaji, but at high and low tide rapids form. The 

entrance to the Konaruto Strait is at Kitadomari and Donoura, both 

Kitadomari and Donoura have been used as fishing harbours for a long 



The Iihara Kazuo Collection  Naruto 鳴門 

22 

 

time. The fishermen use poles to fish, they cannily maneuver their boats 

while watching the tides. The sound of motorized sailboats’ hot bulb 

engines can be heard, gauging the tides as they go.  
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Naruto exposed-root pine trees  鳴門根上がり松 

At Ogejima in Naruto, there were pine trees called ne agari matsu 

(exposed-root pine trees). The soil around the roots of the tree was eroded 

by strong winds. The roots look like octopus tentacles supporting the trunk. 

In 1924, Ogejima was designated as a place of scenic beauty by the 

Japanese government. There used to be eight pine trees, but they withered 

one by one with the final tree dying in April 1999.  
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Before the completion of Konaruto Bridge, students took boat trips to see 

the pine trees. Once the bridge was built, school bus trips ran to the Naruto 

Observatory and they stopped at Ogejima along the way.  

Now, land reclamation is taking place off Naruto and the pine trees are 

disappearing from the coastline. The scenic seaside spot of white sand and 

green pines had been cherished by locals for many years. 
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Tokunaga Bridge in Otsu   大津村徳長橋 

Swallows are always flying around in ‘swallow tail coats’ but they are not 

formal. They fly nimbly. The swallow is always free. The swallow flies 

under Tokunaga Bridge with the early summer breeze. It grazes the 

emerald green reeds. It grazes the boat. The swallow is always free. The 

boy rowing looks up to where the swallow was. He looks up to the pale blue 

sky.  
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Bando prisoner of war camp  板東俘虜収容所 

Shortly after the outbreak of World War I, the Japanese government 

declared war on the German Empire and attacked the German colony of 

Tsingtao (Qingdao), China. The Japanese army, far outnumbering 

approximately 4,700 German soldiers, won the two-month long battle. In 

April 1917, the three POW camps in Shikoku were merged, creating Bando 

camp in Tokushima, where almost 1,000 German soldiers spent the next 

three years. 
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Due to the sympathetic treatment of commanding officer Toyohisa Matsue, 

the German POWs were able to live a relatively free life, which included 

exchange activities with the local population. The Germans brought vast 

knowledge to Bando which included - farming practices, cheese and butter 

production and, baking. The POWs also built the German Bridge (Doitsu-

bashi) and the ‘Glasses Bridge’ (Megane-bashi).  

As this painting shows, the Germans would often organize concerts, as 

they had many skilled musicians in their ranks. The first full-length 

performance of Beethoven’s 9th Symphony in Japan was held at Bando.  


